STRUCTURE  OF THE  ORGAN'S  OF  SPEECH.       83

appearance of a tongue, which acts as a partition between
the two cavities. It is remarkable that the approach to
the organ of smell is still further contracted by the margin
of the inferior turbinated bone being enlarged, a similar
thickening also appearing upon the septum, a little below
the latter, so that between the two swellings a compara-
tively narrow crevice leads from the air-passage to the
organ of smell. Now, as this insignificant entrance is
the only means of direct communication with the inspired
air, it follows that the cavity must to a great extent be
filled by diffusion. At the same time we see why a cold
in the head is always prejudicial to the sense of smell,
the entrance to the crevice in which the organ is situated
being more or less completely closed, and consequently
excluded from the air, by the swelling of the mucous
membrane with which a cold is accompanied.

A closer investigation of the construction of the side
wall of the nasal cavity will give us still more information
as to the shape of the air-passage and its relation to the
organ of smell. With this end in view we must first
become acquainted with the roof of the nasal cavity,
reserving, however, our special attention for those parts
which constitute the side walls.

The Bony Framework of the Nasal Cavity.

The cranial and facial bones of the skull both take
part in the construction of the nasal cavity, which may
be roughly described as that portion of the skull which
lies between the base of the cranium and the arch of the
upper jaw. The latter is composed entirely of bone,
commencing in front of the ears with the zygomatic arch
and united in the median line of the face to the corre-
sponding bone of the other side. The central portion of